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Introduction

Fourth Edition of the PCP Inventory
The 2021 edition of the Swiss Inventory for the Pro-
tection of Cultural Property (PCP Inventory), which 
follows those of 1988, 1995 and 2009, identifies 
cultural property to be protected in the event of  
armed conflicts, disasters or emergency situa-
tions. The destruction of priceless cultural prop-
erty during the Second World War led the Member 
States of the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to enact 
the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict33 and the 
First Protocol34 in 1954. These legal instruments, 
ratified by Switzerland in 1962, establish the two 
main principles of the protection of cultural prop-
erty: safeguarding in peacetime and respect in the 
event of armed conflict. The Second Protocol of 
199935 recommends the preparation of invento-
ries as a measure of protection. Switzerland im-
plements its international commitment through the 
Federal Act on the Protection of Cultural Property 
in the Event of Armed Conflict, Disaster or Emer-
gency Situations.36 

The revision of the PCP Inventory is being con-
ducted according to the methodology initiated in 
2009. The classification of the objects is done with 
a matrix established on uniform criteria37, for the 
purpose of transparency and comparison. The cur-
rent PCP Inventory contains about 3400 A-objects 
(of national importance), about 200 more than in 
2009, and about 10 000 B-objects (of regional im-
portance).38 The increase is due to the focus on ar-
chaeological objects, which are now provided with 
terminology, dating and location that reflect the 
state of the art in the field. The systematic review 
of buildings and collections has led to a reclassi-
fication of some objects, particularly in the archi-
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val field, and has only resulted in minor changes for 
buildings, museums, and libraries. 

The A-objects are presented in the geoportal of 
the Confederation (swisstopo).39 They are labelled 
at the place specified by their coordinates with a 
blue-and-white PCP sign. Extensive objects such 
as city fortifications or archaeological sites are 
designated with a PCP sign surrounded by a blue 
circle. The information attached to an object (pho-
tograph, description and link to other objects) will 
be completed according to its availability in the 
coming years. 

At the request of the cantons, the Swiss Confeder-
ation assumes the recognized additional costs for 
the construction and renovation of shelters for col-
lections of national importance, as well as for their 
furnishing.40 The cantons are obliged to plan pre-
ventive protective measures to avoid and reduce 
damage in the event of an incident. It is recom-
mended that cultural institutions (archives, librar-
ies, museums) draw up emergency and evacua-
tion plans accordingly.

A-objects are also integrated into military systems. 
In the case of an armed conflict, the distinctive blue 
and white emblem will be affixed by order of the 
Federal Council to the objects and shelters that 
must be respected. For military reasons, the shield 
is only applied to individual objects, excluding en-
tire sites or large building complexes. 

The 2021 edition of the PCP Inventory is the re-
sult of a long process of cooperation between the 
section Protection of Cultural Property of the Fed-
eral Office for Civil Protection, the Federal Com-
mission for the Protection of Cultural Property, the 
cantonal authorities responsible for the protection 
of cultural property, monuments and sites and ar-
cheology as well as the expert working groups and 
the partners involved. We would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to all those who participated for 
their contributions.
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